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  “Sing to the Lord.
  He is greatly honored.
  He has thrown Pharaoh’s horses and 

chariot drivers
  into the Red Sea.”

The Waters of Marah and Elim
22 Then Mo ses led Is ra el away from 

the Red Sea. They went into the Des ert 
of Shur. For  three days they trav eled in 
the des ert. They  didn’t find any wa ter 
 there. 23 When they came to Ma rah, they 
 couldn’t  drink its wa ter. It was bit ter. 
 That’s why the  place is  named Ma rah. 
24 The peo ple told Mo ses they  weren’t 
hap py with him. They said, “What are 
we sup posed to  drink?”

25 Then Mo ses  cried out to the Lord. 
The Lord  showed him a  stick. Mo ses 
 threw it into the wa ter. The wa ter be­
came fit to  drink.

 There the Lord gave a rul ing and in­
struc tion for the peo ple. And  there he 
test ed them. 26 He said, “I am the Lord 
your God. Lis ten care ful ly to me. Do 
what is  right in my eyes. Pay at ten tion 
to my com mands. Obey all my  rules. If 
you do, I will not send on you any of the 
sick ness es I sent on the Egyp tians. I am 
the Lord who  heals you.”

27 The peo ple came to Elim. It had 12 
 springs and 70 palm  trees. They  camped 
 there near the wa ter.

The Lord Gives Israel Food Every Day

16 The  whole com mu ni ty of Is ra el
start ed out from Elim. They came 

to the Des ert of Sin. It was be tween 
Elim and Si nai. They ar rived  there on 
the 15th day of the sec ond  month af­
ter they had come out of  Egypt. 2 In 
the des ert the  whole com mu ni ty told 
Mo ses and Aar on they  weren’t hap py 
with them. 3 The Is ra el ites said to them, 
“We wish the Lord had put us to  death 
in  Egypt.  There we sat  around pots of 
meat. We ate all the food we want ed. But 
you have  brought us out into this des ert. 
You must want this en tire com mu ni ty to 
die of hun ger.”

4 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses. 
He said, “I will rain down  bread from 
heav en for you. The peo ple must go 
out each day. Have them gath er  enough 
 bread for that day. Here is how I will test 
them. I will see if they will fol low my 

 10 But you blew with your breath.
  The Red Sea covered your 

enemies.
  They sank like lead
  in the mighty waters.
 11 “Lord, who among the gods is like 

you?
  Who is like you?
  You are majestic and holy.
  Your glory fills me with wonder.
  You do amazing things.
 12 You reach out your right hand.
  The earth swallows up your 

enemies.
 13 “Because your love is faithful,
  you will lead the people you have 

set free.
  Because you are so strong,
  you will guide them to the holy 

place where you live.
 14 The nations will hear about it and 

tremble.
  Pain and suffering will take hold of 

the Philistines.
 15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified.
  The leaders of Moab will tremble 

with fear.
  The people of Canaan will melt 

away.
 16 Fear and terror will fall on them.
  Your powerful arm
  will make them as still as a stone.
  Then your people will pass by, Lord.
  Then the people you created will 

pass by.
 17 You will bring them in.
  You will plant them on the 

mountain you gave them.
  Lord, you have made that place your 

home.
  Lord, your hands have made your 

holy place secure.
 18 “The Lord rules
  for ever and ever.”

19 Phar aoh’s hors es, char i ots and 
horse men went into the Red Sea. The 
Lord  brought the wa ters of the sea 
back over them. But the peo ple of Is ra el 
 walked  through the sea on dry  ground. 
20 Aar on’s sis ter Mir i am was a proph et. 
She took a tam bou rine in her hand. All 
the wom en fol lowed her. They  played 
tam bou rines and  danced. 21 Mir i am 
sang to them,
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Read Exodus 16:4, 21-23 and complete the activities on page 3.
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“Sing to the Lord.
He is greatly honored.

He has thrown Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariot drivers

into the Red Sea.”

The Waters of Marah and Elim
22 Then Moses led Israel away from

the Red Sea. They went into the Desert 
of Shur. For three days they traveled in 
the desert. They didn’t find any water
there. 23 When they came to Marah, they
couldn’t drink its water. It was bitter.
That’s why the place is named Marah.
24 The people told Moses they weren’t
happy with him. They said, “What are
we supposed to drink?”

25 Then Moses cried out to the Lord. 
The Lord showed him a stick. Moses
threw it into the water. The water be­
came fit to drink.

There the Lord gave a ruling and in­
struction for the people. And there he
tested them. 26 He said, “I am the Lord
your God. Listen carefully to me. Do
what is right in my eyes. Pay attention
to my commands. Obey all my rules. If 
you do, I will not send on you any of the 
sicknesses I sent on the Egyptians. I am 
the Lord who heals you.”

27 The people came to Elim. It had 12 
springs and 70 palm trees. They camped
there near the water.

The Lord Gives Israel Food Every Day

16 The whole community of Israel 
started out from Elim. They came 

to the Desert of Sin. It was between
Elim and Sinai. They arrived there on
the 15th day of the second month af­
ter they had come out of Egypt. 2 In 
the desert the whole community told
Moses and Aaron they weren’t happy 
with them. 3 The Israelites said to them, 
“We wish the Lord had put us to death 
in Egypt. There we sat around pots of
meat. We ate all the food we wanted. But
you have brought us out into this desert.
You must want this entire community to 
die of hun ger.”

4 Then the Lord spoke to Mo ses. 
He said, “I will rain down  bread from 
heav en for you. The people must go 
out each day. Have them gather  enough 
bread for that day. Here is how I will test 
them. I will see if they will fol low my 

10 But you blew with your breath.
The Red Sea covered your 

enemies.
They sank like lead

in the mighty waters.
11 “Lord, who among the gods is like 

you?
Who is like you?

You are majestic and holy.
Your glory fills me with wonder.
You do amazing things.

12 You reach out your right hand.
The earth swallows up your 

enemies.
13 “Because your love is faithful,

you will lead the people you have 
set free.

Because you are so strong,
you will guide them to the holy 

place where you live.
14 The nations will hear about it and 

tremble.
Pain and suffering will take hold of 

the Philistines.
15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified.

The leaders of Moab will tremble 
with fear.

The people of Canaan will melt 
away.

16 Fear and terror will fall on them.
Your powerful arm

will make them as still as a stone.
Then your people will pass by, Lord.

Then the people you created will 
pass by.

17 You will bring them in.
You will plant them on the 

mountain you gave them.
Lord, you have made that place your 

home.
Lord, your hands have made your 

holy place secure.
18 “The Lord rules

for ever and ever.”
19 Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and

horsemen went into the Red Sea. The
Lord brought the waters of the sea
back over them. But the people of Israel 
walked through the sea on dry ground. 
20 Aaron’s sister Miriam was a prophet.
She took a tambourine in her hand. All 
the women followed her. They played
tambourines and danced. 21 Miriam 
sang to them,
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19 Then Mo ses said to them, “ Don’t 
keep any of it un til morn ing.”

20 Some of them  didn’t pay any at ten­
tion to Mo ses. They kept part of it un til 
morn ing. But it was full of mag gots and 
be gan to  stink. So Mo ses be came an gry 
with them.

21 Each morn ing ev ery one gath ered 
as much as they need ed. But by the 
hot test time of the day, the thin  flakes 
had melt ed away. 22 On the  sixth day, 
the peo ple gath ered  twice as much. It 
amount ed to six  pounds for each per­
son. The lead ers of the com mu ni ty 
came and re port ed that to Mo ses. 23 He 
said to them, “Here is what the Lord 
com mand ed. He said, ‘To mor row will 
be a day of rest. It will be a holy Sab bath 
day. It will be set  apart for the Lord. So 
bake what you want to bake. Boil what 
you want to boil. Save what is left. Keep 
it un til morn ing.’ ”

24 So they  saved it un til morn ing, just 
as Mo ses com mand ed. It  didn’t  stink or 
get mag gots in it. 25 “Eat it to day,” Mo ses 
said. “To day is a Sab bath day to hon or 
the Lord. You  won’t find any  flakes on 
the  ground to day. 26 Gath er them for six 
days. But on the sev enth day  there  won’t 
be any. It’s the Sab bath day.”

27 In  spite of what Mo ses said, some of 
the peo ple went out on the sev enth day 
to gath er the  flakes. But they  didn’t find 
any. 28 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses. 
He said, “How long will all of you re fuse 
to obey my com mands and my teach­
ings? 29 Keep in mind that I have giv en 
you the Sab bath day. That is why on the 
 sixth day I give you  bread for two days. 
Ev ery one must stay  where they are on 
the sev enth day. No one can go out.” 30 So 
the peo ple rest ed on the sev enth day.

31 The peo ple of Is ra el  called the 
 bread man na. It was  white like co ri an­
der  seeds. It tast ed like wa fers made 
with hon ey. 32 Mo ses said, “Here is what 
the Lord has com mand ed. He has said, 
‘Get  three  pounds of man na. Keep it for 
all time to come. Then  those who live 
af ter you will see the  bread I gave you to 
eat in the des ert. I gave it to you when I 
 brought you out of  Egypt.’ ”

33 So Mo ses said to Aar on, “Get a jar. 
Put  three  pounds of man na in it. Then 
 place it in  front of the Lord. Keep it 
 there for all time to come.”

di rec tions. 5 On the  sixth day they must 
pre pare what they  bring in. On that day 
they must gath er  twice as much as on 
the oth er days.”

6 So Mo ses and Aar on  spoke to all 
the peo ple of Is ra el. They said, “In the 
eve ning you will know that the Lord 
 brought you out of  Egypt. 7 And in the 
morn ing you will see the glo ry of the 
Lord. He has  heard you say you  aren’t 
hap py with him. Who are we? Why are 
you tell ing us you  aren’t hap py with us?” 
8 Mo ses also said, “You will know that 
the Lord has  heard you  speak  against 
him. He will give you meat to eat in the 
eve ning.  He’ll give you all the  bread you 
want in the morn ing. But who are we? 
You  aren’t speak ing  against us. You are 
speak ing  against the Lord.”

9 Then Mo ses told Aar on, “Talk to the 
 whole com mu ni ty of Is ra el. Say to them, 
‘Come to the Lord. He has  heard you 
 speak  against him.’ ”

10  While Aar on was talk ing to the 
 whole com mu ni ty of Is ra el, they  looked 
to ward the des ert.  There was the glo ry 
of the Lord ap pear ing in the  cloud!

11 The Lord said to Mo ses, 12 “I have 
 heard the peo ple of Is ra el talk ing  about 
how un hap py they are. Tell them, ‘When 
the sun goes down, you will eat meat. 
In the morn ing you will be  filled with 
 bread. Then you will know that I am the 
Lord your God.’ ”

13 That eve ning  quail came and cov­
ered the camp. In the morn ing the 
 ground  around the camp was cov ered 
with dew. 14 When the dew was gone, 
thin  flakes ap peared on the des ert  floor. 
They  looked like  frost on the  ground. 
15 The peo ple of Is ra el saw the  flakes. 
They  asked each oth er, “ What’s that?” 
They  didn’t know what it was.

Mo ses said to them, “It’s the  bread 
the Lord has giv en you to eat. 16 Here 
is what the Lord has com mand ed. He 
has said, ‘Ev ery one  should gath er as 
much as they need. Take  three  pounds 
for each per son who  lives in your tent.’ ”

17 The peo ple of Is ra el did as they 
were told. Some gath ered a lot, and 
some gath ered a lit tle. 18 When they 
mea sured it out, the one who gath ered 
a lot  didn’t have too much. And the one 
who gath ered a lit tle had  enough. Ev­
ery one gath ered only what they need ed.
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19 Then Moses said to them, “Don’t
keep any of it until morning.”

20 Some of them didn’t pay any atten­
tion to Moses. They kept part of it until 
morning. But it was full of maggots and 
began to stink. So Moses became angry 
with them.

21 Each morning everyone gathered
as much as they needed. But by the
hottest time of the day, the thin flakes
had melted away. 22 On the sixth day,
the people gathered twice as much. It
amounted to six pounds for each per­
son. The leaders of the community 
came and reported that to Moses. 23 He 
said to them, “Here is what the Lord
commanded. He said, ‘Tomorrow will
be a day of rest. It will be a holy Sabbath 
day. It will be set apart for the Lord. So 
bake what you want to bake. Boil what
you want to boil. Save what is left. Keep 
it until morning.’ ”

24 So they saved it until morning, just 
as Moses commanded. It didn’t stink or 
get maggots in it. 25 “Eat it today,” Moses
said. “Today is a Sabbath day to honor 
the Lord. You won’t find any flakes on
the ground today. 26 Gather them for six 
days. But on the seventh day there won’t
be any. It’s the Sabbath day.”

27 In spite of what Moses said, some of
the people went out on the seventh day
to gather the flakes. But they didn’t find
any. 28 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. 
He said, “How long will all of you refuse
to obey my commands and my teach­
ings? 29 Keep in mind that I have given
you the Sabbath day. That is why on the
sixth day I give you bread for two days.
Everyone must stay where they are on
the seventh day. No one can go out.” 30 So
the people rested on the seventh day.

31 The people of Israel called the
bread manna. It was white like corian­
der seeds. It tasted like wafers made
with honey. 32 Moses said, “Here is what 
the Lord has commanded. He has said, 
‘Get three pounds of manna. Keep it for 
all time to come. Then those who live
after you will see the bread I gave you to 
eat in the desert. I gave it to you when I 
brought you out of Egypt.’ ”

33 So Moses said to Aaron, “Get a jar. 
Put three pounds of manna in it. Then
place it in front of the Lord. Keep it
there for all time to come.”

di rec tions. 5 On the sixth day they must 
pre pare what they bring in. On that day 
they must gather twice as much as on
the other days.”

6 So Moses and Aaron spoke to all
the people of Israel. They said, “In the
evening you will know that the Lord
brought you out of Egypt. 7 And in the
morning you will see the glory of the
Lord. He has heard you say you aren’t
happy with him. Who are we? Why are 
you telling us you aren’t happy with us?” 
8 Moses also said, “You will know that
the Lord has heard you speak against
him. He will give you meat to eat in the 
evening. He’ll give you all the bread you 
want in the morning. But who are we?
You aren’t speaking against us. You are 
speaking against the Lord.”

9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Talk to the 
whole community of Israel. Say to them, 
‘Come to the Lord. He has heard you
speak against him.’ ”

10 While Aaron was talking to the
whole community of Israel, they looked 
toward the desert. There was the glory 
of the Lord appearing in the cloud!

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have
heard the people of Israel talking about 
how unhappy they are. Tell them, ‘When
the sun goes down, you will eat meat.
In the morning you will be filled with
bread. Then you will know that I am the 
Lord your God.’ ”

13 That evening quail came and cov­
ered the camp. In the morning the
ground around the camp was covered
with dew. 14 When the dew was gone,
thin flakes appeared on the desert floor. 
They looked like frost on the ground.
15 The people of Israel saw the flakes.
They asked each other, “What’s that?”
They didn’t know what it was.

Moses said to them, “It’s the bread
the Lord has given you to eat. 16 Here
is what the Lord has commanded. He
has said, ‘Everyone should gather as
much as they need. Take three pounds 
for each person who lives in your tent.’ ”

17 The people of Israel did as they
were told. Some gathered a lot, and
some gathered a little. 18 When they
measured it out, the one who gathered 
a lot didn’t have too much. And the one 
who gathered a little had enough. Ev­
eryone gathered only what they needed.
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19 Then Moses said to them, “Don’t
keep any of it until morning.”

20 Some of them didn’t pay any atten­
tion to Moses. They kept part of it until 
morning. But it was full of maggots and 
began to stink. So Moses became angry 
with them.

21 Each morn ing every one gathered 
as much as they need ed. But by the
hot test time of the day, the thin  flakes 
had melt ed away. 22 On the  sixth day, 
the peo ple gath ered twice as much. It 
amount ed to six pounds for each per­
son. The leaders of the com muni ty 
came and re port ed that to Moses. 23 He 
said to them, “Here is what the Lord
com mand ed. He said, ‘To mor row will 
be a day of rest. It will be a holy Sab bath 
day. It will be set apart for the Lord. So 
bake what you want to bake. Boil what 
you want to boil. Save what is left. Keep 
it un til morn ing.’ ”

24 So they  saved it until morn ing, just 
as Moses commanded. It didn’t stink or 
get maggots in it. 25 “Eat it today,” Moses
said. “Today is a Sabbath day to honor 
the Lord. You won’t find any flakes on
the ground today. 26 Gather them for six 
days. But on the seventh day there won’t
be any. It’s the Sabbath day.”

27 In spite of what Moses said, some of
the people went out on the seventh day
to gather the flakes. But they didn’t find
any. 28 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. 
He said, “How long will all of you refuse
to obey my commands and my teach­
ings? 29 Keep in mind that I have given
you the Sabbath day. That is why on the
sixth day I give you bread for two days.
Everyone must stay where they are on
the seventh day. No one can go out.” 30 So
the people rested on the seventh day.

31 The people of Israel called the
bread manna. It was white like corian­
der seeds. It tasted like wafers made
with honey. 32 Moses said, “Here is what 
the Lord has commanded. He has said, 
‘Get three pounds of manna. Keep it for 
all time to come. Then those who live
after you will see the bread I gave you to 
eat in the desert. I gave it to you when I 
brought you out of Egypt.’ ”

33 So Moses said to Aaron, “Get a jar. 
Put three pounds of manna in it. Then
place it in front of the Lord. Keep it
there for all time to come.”

directions. 5 On the sixth day they must 
prepare what they bring in. On that day 
they must gather twice as much as on
the other days.”

6 So Moses and Aaron spoke to all
the people of Israel. They said, “In the
evening you will know that the Lord
brought you out of Egypt. 7 And in the
morning you will see the glory of the
Lord. He has heard you say you aren’t
happy with him. Who are we? Why are 
you telling us you aren’t happy with us?” 
8 Moses also said, “You will know that
the Lord has heard you speak against
him. He will give you meat to eat in the 
evening. He’ll give you all the bread you 
want in the morning. But who are we?
You aren’t speaking against us. You are 
speaking against the Lord.”

9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Talk to the 
whole community of Israel. Say to them, 
‘Come to the Lord. He has heard you
speak against him.’ ”

10 While Aaron was talking to the
whole community of Israel, they looked 
toward the desert. There was the glory 
of the Lord appearing in the cloud!

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have
heard the people of Israel talking about 
how unhappy they are. Tell them, ‘When
the sun goes down, you will eat meat.
In the morning you will be filled with
bread. Then you will know that I am the 
Lord your God.’ ”

13 That evening quail came and cov­
ered the camp. In the morning the
ground around the camp was covered
with dew. 14 When the dew was gone,
thin flakes appeared on the desert floor. 
They looked like frost on the ground.
15 The people of Israel saw the flakes.
They asked each other, “What’s that?”
They didn’t know what it was.

Moses said to them, “It’s the bread
the Lord has given you to eat. 16 Here
is what the Lord has commanded. He
has said, ‘Everyone should gather as
much as they need. Take three pounds 
for each person who lives in your tent.’ ”

17 The people of Israel did as they
were told. Some gathered a lot, and
some gathered a little. 18 When they
measured it out, the one who gathered 
a lot didn’t have too much. And the one 
who gathered a little had enough. Ev­
eryone gathered only what they needed.
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 I have read this devotion.

weekend
the

For your next reading, turn to page 92.

some
things

tothinkabout

some
things

to do

c c c

Thank God for all your food. 
Read a book about deserts. 
Look outside for trees and 
plants that supply food.

Does God still give you food 
every day? Where does the 

wheat for bread come from?

saturday: Exodus 16:4, 21–23
sunday: Numbers 11:7–9

you can’t find much to eat in a desert. You
can crunch on a cactus or nibble a few 

leaves. You won’t find much more than that.
imagine how the israelites felt. They were in 

a desert with thousands of people and no food. 
What a mess! Only something special could 
save them.

That’s exactly what God sent. He promised to 
care for them. When it took something special, 
God supplied it.

Food fell outside their tents every night. 
everyone had enough manna flakes. This 
special food rained down on God’s people for 
forty years!

some people have tried to explain manna 
rain as a natural event. They can’t. it was a 
special act of God. God took care of his people. 
And God still takes care of his people.

“I will rain down bread from heaven for you” (Exodus 16:4).
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73EXODUS 9 

brews, says, “Let my peo ple go. Then 
they will be able to wor ship me. 2 Do not 
re fuse to let them go. Do not keep hold­
ing them back. 3 If you re fuse, my power ­
ful hand will  bring a ter ri ble  plague on 
you. I will  strike your live stock in the 
 fields. I will  strike your hors es, don keys, 
cam els, cat tle,  sheep and  goats. 4 But 
I will  treat Is ra el’s live stock dif fer ent ly 
from  yours. No an i mal that be longs to 
the peo ple of Is ra el will die.” ’ ”

5 The Lord set a time for the  plague. 
He said, “To mor row I will send it on the 
land.” 6 So the next day the Lord sent it. 
All the live stock of the Egyp tians died. 
But not one an i mal that be longed to the 
Is ra el ites died. 7 Phar aoh  searched and 
 found out what had hap pened. He dis­
cov ered that not even one an i mal that 
be longed to the Is ra el ites had died. But 
he was  still very stub born. He  wouldn’t 
let the peo ple go.

THE PLAGUE OF BOILS
8 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses and 

Aar on. He said, “Take hand fuls of ash es 
from a fur nace. Have Mo ses toss them 
into the air in  front of Phar aoh. 9 The 
ash es will turn into fine dust over the 
 whole land of  Egypt. Then pain ful  boils 

that rea son, they  would  throw  stones at 
us and try to kill us. 27 We have to take a 
jour ney that  lasts  about  three days. We 
want to go into the des ert to of fer sac­
ri fic es to the Lord our God, just as he 
com mands us.”

28 Phar aoh said, “I will let you and 
your peo ple go to of fer sac ri fic es. You 
can of fer them to the Lord your God in 
the des ert. But you must not go very far. 
Now pray for me.”

29 Mo ses re plied, “As soon as I  leave 
you, I will pray to the Lord. To mor row 
the  flies will  leave you. They will also 
 leave your of fi cials and your peo ple. Just 
be sure you  don’t try to  trick us  again. 
Let the peo ple go to of fer sac ri fic es to 
the Lord.”

30 Then Mo ses left Phar aoh and 
 prayed to the Lord. 31 And the Lord did 
what Mo ses  asked. The  flies left Phar­
aoh, his of fi cials and his peo ple. Not one 
fly re mained. 32 But Phar aoh be came 
stub born this time also. He  wouldn’t let 
the peo ple go.

THE PLAGUE ON LIVESTOCK

9 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses. 
He said, “Go to Phar aoh. Tell him, 
‘The Lord, the God of the He­

WHY WOULDN’T PHARAOH LET THE 
 PEOPLE GO?

A pharaoh was like a king. The Egyptian pharaoh made the Israelites slaves. 
He was angry when Moses asked him to let the Israelites leave Egypt. Pharaoh wanted to keep 
his slaves because they did a lot of work for free. That made his life easier. He was also too 

proud to let them go, and it would look like Moses was pushing him 
around. He also would not let the  people 
go because he did not believe in God. 
Pharaoh was in charge of Egypt and he 
did not want God, Moses, or anyone else 
telling him what to do.

Exodus 8:19

Related verses:
Exodus 5:1 – 2
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brews, says, “Let my peo ple go. Then 
they will be able to wor ship me. 2 Do not 
re fuse to let them go. Do not keep hold­
ing them back. 3 If you refuse, my power ­
ful hand will  bring a ter ri ble plague on 
you. I will  strike your live stock in the 
fields. I will  strike your hors es, donkeys, 
cam els, cattle, sheep and  goats. 4 But 
I will  treat Is ra el’s livestock differ ent ly 
from yours. No ani mal that be longs to 
the peo ple of Isra el will die.” ’ ”

5 The Lord set a time for the  plague. 
He said, “Tomor row I will send it on the 
land.” 6 So the next day the Lord sent it. 
All the livestock of the Egyp tians died. 
But not one ani mal that be longed to the 
Is ra el ites died. 7 Phar aoh searched and 
found out what had happened. He dis­
cov ered that not even one ani mal that 
be longed to the Is rael ites had died. But 
he was still very stub born. He wouldn’t 
let the peo ple go.

THE PLAGUE OF BOILS
8 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and 

Aar on. He said, “Take handfuls of ash es 
from a furnace. Have Mo ses toss them 
into the air in  front of Pharaoh. 9 The 
ash es will turn into fine dust over the 
whole land of Egypt. Then painful  boils 

that rea son, they  would throw  stones at 
us and try to kill us. 27 We have to take a 
jour ney that  lasts  about three days. We 
want to go into the des ert to offer sac­
ri fices to the Lord our God, just as he 
com mands us.”

28 Phar aoh said, “I will let you and 
your peo ple go to offer sacri fices. You 
can offer them to the Lord your God in 
the des ert. But you must not go very far. 
Now pray for me.”

29 Mo ses replied, “As soon as I  leave 
you, I will pray to the Lord. To mor row 
the  flies will  leave you. They will also 
leave your offi cials and your peo ple. Just 
be sure you  don’t try to trick us again. 
Let the peo ple go to offer sacri fices to 
the Lord.”

30 Then Mo ses left Phar aoh and 
prayed to the Lord. 31 And the Lord did 
what Moses  asked. The flies left Phar­
aoh, his offi cials and his peo ple. Not one 
fly re mained. 32 But Pharaoh be came 
stub born this time also. He  wouldn’t let 
the peo ple go.

THE PLAGUE ON LIVESTOCK

9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. 
He said, “Go to Pharaoh. Tell him, 
‘The Lord, the God of the He­

WHY WOULDN’T PHARAOH LET THE
PEOPLE GO?

A pharaoh was like a king. The Egyptian pharaoh made the Israelites slaves. 
He was angry when Moses asked him to let the Israelites leave Egypt. Pharaoh wanted to keep 
his slaves because they did a lot of work for free. That made his life easier. He was also too 

proud to let them go, and it would look like Moses was pushing him 
around. He also would not let the people 
go because he did not believe in God. 
Pharaoh was in charge of Egypt and he 
did not want God, Moses, or anyone else 
telling him what to do.

Exodus 8:19

Related verses:
Exodus 5:1 – 2
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74 EXODUS 9 

that  would have  wiped you off the  earth. 
16 But I had a spe cial rea son for mak­
ing you king. I de cid ed to show you my 
pow er. I want ed my name to be come 
 known ev ery where on  earth. 17 But you 
are  still  against my peo ple. You will not 
let them go. 18 So at this time to mor row 
I will send the  worst hail storm ever to 
fall on  Egypt in its en tire his to ry. 19 Give 
an or der now to  bring your live stock in­
side to a safe  place.  Bring in ev ery thing 
that is out side. The hail will fall on all the 
peo ple and an i mals that are left out side. 
They will die.” ’ ”

20 The of fi cials of Phar aoh who had 
re spect for what the Lord had said 
 obeyed him. They hur ried to  bring  their 
 slaves and  their live stock in side. 21 But 
oth ers  didn’t pay at ten tion to what the 
Lord had said. They left  their  slaves and 
live stock out side.

22 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses. He 
said, “ Reach out your hand to ward the 
sky. Then hail will fall all over  Egypt. It 
will beat down on peo ple and an i mals 
 alike. It will  strike ev ery thing grow ing 
in the  fields of  Egypt.” 23 Mo ses  reached 
out his walk ing  stick to ward the sky. 
Then the Lord sent thun der and hail. 
Light ning  flashed down to the  ground. 

will  break out on peo ple and an i mals all 
over the land.  Their bod ies will be cov­
ered with them.”

10 So Mo ses and Aar on took ash es 
from a fur nace and  stood in  front of 
Phar aoh. Mo ses  tossed them into the 
air. Then  boils  broke out on peo ple and 
an i mals  alike. 11 The bod ies of all the 
Egyp tians were cov ered with  boils. The 
ma gi cians  couldn’t  stand in  front of Mo­
ses be cause of the  boils that were all 
over them. 12 But the Lord made Phar­
aoh stub born. Phar aoh  wouldn’t lis ten 
to Mo ses and Aar on, just as the Lord 
had said to Mo ses.

THE PLAGUE OF HAIL
13 Then the Lord  spoke to Mo ses. He 

said, “Get up ear ly in the morn ing. Go 
to Phar aoh and say to him, ‘The Lord, 
the God of the He brews, says, “Let my 
peo ple go. Then they will be able to wor­
ship me. 14 If you do not let them go, I 
will send the full  force of my  plagues 
 against you this time. They will  strike 
your of fi cials and your peo ple. Then 
you will know that  there is no one like 
me in the  whole  earth. 15 By now I  could 
have  reached out my hand. I  could have 
 struck you and your peo ple with a  plague 

WHY DID GOD SEND PLAGUES ON 
EGYPT?

A “plague” is when a bad thing happens to a lot of  people at the same time. 
God sent the plagues on Egypt to show Pharaoh who was in charge and to show his power. God 
kept telling Pharaoh to let the Israelite slaves go free, but Pharaoh 
kept saying no. Whenever Pharaoh would say no, God would 
send a plague. After some of the plagues, Pharaoh did 
decide to let the Israelites go, but then he would 
change his mind and say no again. It took ten 
plagues to get Pharaoh to let the Israelite 
slaves go free!

Exodus 9:1 – 3

Related verse:

Exodus 7:14
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that would have wiped you off the earth. 
16 But I had a special reason for mak­
ing you king. I decided to show you my 
power. I wanted my name to become 
known everywhere on earth. 17 But you 
are still against my people. You will not 
let them go. 18 So at this time tomorrow
I will send the worst hailstorm ever to 
fall on Egypt in its entire history. 19 Give 
an order now to bring your livestock in­
side to a safe place. Bring in everything 
that is outside. The hail will fall on all the 
people and animals that are left outside. 
They will die.” ’ ”

20 The officials of Pharaoh who had 
respect for what the Lord had said 
obeyed him. They hurried to bring their 
slaves and their livestock inside. 21 But 
others didn’t pay attention to what the 
Lord had said. They left their slaves and 
livestock outside.

22 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He 
said, “Reach out your hand toward the 
sky. Then hail will fall all over Egypt. It 
will beat down on people and animals 
alike. It will strike everything growing 
in the fields of Egypt.” 23 Moses reached 
out his walking stick toward the sky. 
Then the Lord sent thunder and hail. 
Lightning flashed down to the ground. 

will break out on people and animals all 
over the land. Their bodies will be cov­
ered with them.”

10 So Moses and Aaron took ashes 
from a furnace and stood in front of 
Pharaoh. Moses tossed them into the 
air. Then boils broke out on people and 
animals alike. 11 The bodies of all the 
Egyptians were covered with boils. The 
magicians couldn’t stand in front of Mo­
ses because of the boils that were all 
over them. 12 But the Lord made Phar­
aoh stubborn. Pharaoh wouldn’t listen 
to Moses and Aaron, just as the Lord
had said to Moses.

THE PLAGUE OF HAIL
13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He 

said, “Get up early in the morning. Go 
to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘The Lord, 
the God of the Hebrews, says, “Let my 
people go. Then they will be able to wor­
ship me. 14 If you do not let them go, I 
will send the full force of my plagues 
against you this time. They will strike 
your officials and your people. Then 
you will know that there is no one like 
me in the whole earth. 15 By now I could 
have reached out my hand. I could have 
struck you and your people with a plague 

WHY DID GOD SEND PLAGUES ON 
EGYPT?

A “plague” is when a bad thing happens to a lot of  people at the same time. 
God sent the plagues on Egypt to show Pharaoh who was in charge and to show his power. God 
kept telling Pharaoh to let the Israelite slaves go free, but Pharaoh 
kept saying no. Whenever Pharaoh would say no, God would 
send a plague. After some of the plagues, Pharaoh did 
decide to let the Israelites go, but then he would 
change his mind and say no again. It took ten 
plagues to get Pharaoh to let the Israelite 
slaves go free!

Exodus 9:1 – 3

Related verse:

Exodus 7:14
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Exodus 19 — 2089
Lord. If they do, his an ger will  break out 
 against them.”

25 So Mo ses went down to the peo ple 
and told them.

God Gives His People the Ten 
Commandments

20 Here are all the  words God
 spoke. He said,

 2 “I am the Lord your God. I  brought 
you out of  Egypt. That is the land 
 where you were  slaves.

 3 “Do not put any oth er gods in  place 
of me.

up. 21 The Lord said to him, “Go down 
and warn the peo ple. They must not 
 force  their way  through to see the Lord. 
If they do, many of them will die. 22 The 
 priests ap proach the Lord when they 
 serve him. But even they must set them­
selves  apart for the Lord. If they do not, 
his an ger will  break out  against them.”

23 Mo ses said to the Lord, “The peo ple 
 can’t come up  Mount Si nai. You your self 
 warned us. You said, ‘Put lim its  around 
the moun tain. Set it  apart as holy.’ ”

24 The Lord re plied, “Go down.  Bring 
Aar on up with you. But the  priests and 
the peo ple must not  force  their way 
 through. They must not come up to the 

exodus 20:1–17

Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments show us how to love God. They show 

us how to love people too. Here is a list of the commandments. 
Look at what each one means. See how you can obey these 
commandments each day.

The Commandment
1. Put no gods in place of me.
2.  do not make statues of

gods.
3. don’t misuse God’s name. 

4. Keep the Sabbath holy.
5.  Honor your father and

mother.
6. do not murder.
7. do not commit adultery. 

8. do not steal. 

9. do not give false witness. 

10.  do not long for what
belongs to others.

Meaning
Trust God only.
Worship God only.  

Use God’s name respectfully.  

Rest and think about God.
Respect parents.  

Take care of human life.
Be true to husband or wife.  

don’t take what belongs to 
others.
don’t lie about others.  

don’t want what others have.

I Obey It by:
Praying about my needs.
Thanking and praising God.  

Not saying bad words or using 
God’s name like a bad word.
Going to church school.
Obeying my mom and dad.  

Helping others not to get hurt.
Keeping promises I make to 
others.
Not taking things that belong 
to others.
Being truthful and not saying 
bad things about other people.
Being content with what I have.
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Exodus 19 — 2089
Lord. If they do, his anger will break out
against them.”

25 So Moses went down to the people 
and told them.

God Gives His People the Ten 
Commandments

20 Here are all the  words God 
spoke. He said,

2“I am the Lord your God. I  brought 
you out of  Egypt. That is the land 
where you were  slaves.

3“Do not put any oth er gods in  place
of me.

up. 21 The Lord said to him, “Go down 
and warn the people. They must not
force their way through to see the Lord. 
If they do, many of them will die. 22 The
priests ap proach the Lord when they 
serve him. But even they must set them­
selves  apart for the Lord. If they do not, 
his an ger will  break out  against them.”

23 Mo ses said to the Lord, “The peo ple 
can’t come up  Mount Si nai. You your self 
warned us. You said, ‘Put lim its  around 
the moun tain. Set it  apart as holy.’ ”

24 The Lord replied, “Go down.  Bring 
Aar on up with you. But the  priests and 
the peo ple must not  force  their way 
through. They must not come up to the 

exodus 20:1–17

Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments show us how to love God. They show 

us how to love people too. Here is a list of the commandments. 
Look at what each one means. See how you can obey these 
commandments each day.

The Commandment
1. Put no gods in place of me.
2.  do not make statues of 

gods.
3. don’t misuse God’s name. 

4. Keep the Sabbath holy.
5.  Honor your father and 

mother.
6. do not murder.
7. do not commit adultery.  

8. do not steal.

9. do not give false witness.  

10.  do not long for what 
belongs to others.

Meaning
Trust God only.
Worship God only.  

Use God’s name respectfully.  

Rest and think about God.
Respect parents. 

Take care of human life.
Be true to husband or wife. 

don’t take what belongs to 
others.
don’t lie about others.  

don’t want what others have.

I Obey It by:
Praying about my needs.
Thanking and praising God.

Not saying bad words or using 
God’s name like a bad word.
Going to church school.
Obeying my mom and dad.  

Helping others not to get hurt.
Keeping promises I make to 
others.
Not taking things that belong 
to others.
Being truthful and not saying 
bad things about other people.
Being content with what I have.
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90Exodus 20 — 21
20 Mo ses said to the peo ple, “ Don’t 

be  afraid. God has come to test you. He 
 wants you to have re spect for him. That 
will keep you from sin ning.”

21 Mo ses ap proached the  thick dark­
ness  where God was. But the peo ple re­
mained a long way off.

Worship the Lord
22 Then the Lord said to Mo ses, 

“Here is what you must tell the peo ple 
of Is ra el. Say to them, ‘You have seen 
for your selves what I said to you from 
heav en. 23 Do not put any oth er gods in 
 place of me. Do not make sil ver or gold 
stat ues of them for your selves.

24 “ ‘Make an al tar out of dirt for 
me. Sac ri fice your  burnt of fer ings and 
friend ship of fer ings on it. Sac ri fice your 
 sheep,  goats and cat tle on it. I will come 
to you and  bless you ev ery where I  cause 
my name to be hon ored. 25 If you make 
an al tar out of  stones to hon or me, do 
not  build it with  blocks of  stone. You will 
make it “un clean” if you use a tool on it. 
26 Do not walk up  steps to my al tar. If you 
do, some one  might see your na ked body 
un der your  robes.’

21 “Here are the laws you must
ex plain to the peo ple of Is ra el.

Set Your Hebrew Servants Free
2 “Sup pose you buy a He brew ser vant. 

He must  serve you for six  years. But in the 
sev enth year, you must set him free. He 
does not have to pay any thing. 3 If he does 
not have a wife when he  comes, he must 
go free  alone. But if he has a wife when he 
 comes, she must go with him. 4 Sup pose 
his mas ter  gives him a wife. And sup pose 
she has sons or daugh ters by him. Then 
only the man will go free. The wom an and 
her chil dren will be long to her mas ter.

5 “But sup pose the ser vant says, ‘I love 
my mas ter and my wife and chil dren. I 
 don’t want to go free.’ 6 Then his mas ter 
must take him to the judg es. His mas ter 
must take him to the door or door post 
of his mas ter’s  house. His mas ter must 
poke a hole  through his ser vant’s ear­
lobe into the door or door post. Then he 
will be come his ser vant for life.

7 “Sup pose a man  sells his daugh ter as 
a ser vant. Then she  can’t go free as male 
ser vants do. 8 But what if the mas ter who 
has cho sen her does not like her? Then 

 4 “Do not make for your self stat ues 
of gods that look like any thing 
in the sky. They may not look 
like any thing on the  earth or in 
the wa ters ei ther. 5 Do not bow 
down to them or wor ship them. I, 
the Lord your God, am a jeal ous 
God. I  cause the sins of the par­
ents to af fect  their chil dren. I will 
 cause the sins of  those who hate 
me to af fect even  their grand chil­
dren and  great­grand chil dren. 
6 But for all time to come I show 
love to all  those who love me and 
keep my com mand ments.

 7 “Do not mis use the name of the 
Lord your God. The Lord will 
find  guilty any one who mis uses 
his name.

8 “Re mem ber to keep the Sab bath day 
holy. 9 Do all your work in six days. 
10 But the sev enth day is a sab bath 
to hon or the Lord your God. Do 
not do any work on that day. The 
same com mand ap plies to your 
sons and daugh ters, your male 
and fe male ser vants, and your 
an i mals. It also ap plies to any out­
sid ers who live in your  towns. 11 In 
six days the Lord made the heav­
ens, the  earth, the sea and ev ery­
thing in them. But he rest ed on the 
sev enth day. So the Lord  blessed 
the Sab bath day and made it holy.

 12 “Hon or your fa ther and moth er. 
Then you will live a long time in 
the land the Lord your God is 
giv ing you.

 13 “Do not mur der.
 14 “Do not com mit adul tery.
 15 “Do not  steal.
 16 “Do not be a false wit ness  against 

your neigh bor.
 17 “Do not want to have any thing your 

neigh bor owns. Do not want to 
have your neigh bor’s  house, wife, 
male or fe male ser vant, ox or don­
key.”

18 The peo ple saw the thun der and 
light ning. They  heard the trum pet. They 
saw the moun tain cov ered with  smoke. 
They trem bled with fear and  stayed a 
long way off. 19 They said to Mo ses, 
“ Speak to us your self. Then  we’ll lis ten. 
But  don’t let God  speak to us. If he does, 
 we’ll die.”
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MOSES

90Exodus 20 — 21
20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t

be afraid. God has come to test you. He
wants you to have respect for him. That
will keep you from sinning.”

21 Moses approached the thick dark­
ness where God was. But the people re­
mained a long way off.

Worship the Lord
22 Then the Lord said to Moses, 

“Here is what you must tell the people 
of Israel. Say to them, ‘You have seen
for yourselves what I said to you from
heaven. 23 Do not put any other gods in
place of me. Do not make silver or gold 
statues of them for yourselves.

24 “ ‘Make an altar out of dirt for
me. Sacrifice your burnt offerings and 
friendship offerings on it. Sacrifice your
sheep, goats and cattle on it. I will come
to you and bless you everywhere I cause 
my name to be honored. 25 If you make
an altar out of stones to honor me, do
not build it with blocks of stone. You will
make it “unclean” if you use a tool on it.
26 Do not walk up steps to my altar. If you
do, someone might see your naked body
under your robes.’

21 “Here are the laws you must
explain to the people of Israel.

Set Your Hebrew Servants Free
2 “Suppose you buy a Hebrew servant.

He must serve you for six years. But in the
seventh year, you must set him free. He
does not have to pay anything. 3 If he does
not have a wife when he comes, he must
go free alone. But if he has a wife when he
comes, she must go with him. 4 Suppose
his master gives him a wife. And suppose
she has sons or daughters by him. Then
only the man will go free. The woman and
her children will belong to her master.

5 “But suppose the servant says, ‘I love
my master and my wife and children. I 
don’t want to go free.’ 6 Then his master 
must take him to the judges. His master 
must take him to the door or doorpost 
of his master’s house. His master must 
poke a hole through his servant’s ear­
lobe into the door or doorpost. Then he
will become his servant for life.

7 “Suppose a man sells his daughter as
a servant. Then she can’t go free as male
servants do. 8 But what if the master who
has chosen her does not like her? Then

4“Do not make for your self stat ues 
of gods that look like any thing 
in the sky. They may not look 
like any thing on the  earth or in 
the wa ters ei ther. 5 Do not bow
down to them or wor ship them. I, 
the Lord your God, am a jeal ous 
God. I  cause the sins of the par­
ents to af fect  their children. I will 
cause the sins of  those who hate 
me to af fect even  their grand chil­
dren and  great­grand chil dren. 
6 But for all time to come I show
love to all  those who love me and 
keep my com mand ments.

7“Do not mis use the name of the 
Lord your God. The Lord will 
find  guilty any one who mis uses 
his name.

8“Re mem ber to keep the Sab bath day 
holy. 9 Do all your work in six days. 
10 But the sev enth day is a sab bath 
to hon or the Lord your God. Do 
not do any work on that day. The 
same com mand ap plies to your 
sons and daugh ters, your male 
and fe male ser vants, and your 
an imals. It also ap plies to any out­
sid ers who live in your  towns. 11 In 
six days the Lord made the heav­
ens, the  earth, the sea and ev ery­
thing in them. But he rest ed on the 
sev enth day. So the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12“Hon or your fa ther and moth er. 
Then you will live a long time in 
the land the Lord your God is 
giv ing you.

13“Do not mur der.
14“Do not com mit adul tery.
15“Do not  steal.
16“Do not be a false wit ness  against 

your neigh bor.
17“Do not want to have any thing your 

neigh bor owns. Do not want to 
have your neigh bor’s  house, wife, 
male or fe male ser vant, ox or don­
key.”

18 The people saw the thunder and
lightning. They heard the trumpet. They
saw the mountain covered with smoke. 
They trembled with fear and stayed a 
long way off. 19 They said to Moses, 
“Speak to us yourself. Then we’ll listen. 
But don’t let God speak to us. If he does,
we’ll die.”
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Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14

Make two mud bricks. Make one with just mud and one with mud and straw. 
Be sure to chop or cut the straw into little bits. Allow your bricks to dry in the sun. 

Which one had the fewest cracks? 

Which one was the strongest? 

Crafty discovered that the mud mixed with the straw didn’t crumble.

Shiphrah and Puah were heroines. 
They were Israeli midwives who 
helped mothers when their babies 
were born. Pharaoh wanted them 
to kill the newborn baby boys. But 
they refused to do it. They saved 
many baby boys’ lives.

Exodus 1:15–22

| EXODUS 1:190

The Israelites Become Slaves in Egypt

1 Here are the  names of Is ra el’s chil dren who went to  Egypt with Ja cob. Each one 
went with his fam i ly. 2 Ja cob’s sons were

 Reu ben, Sim e on, Levi, Ju dah,
3 Is sa char, Zeb u lun, Ben ja min,
4 Dan, Naph ta li,
 Gad and Ash er.

5 The to tal num ber of Ja cob’s chil dren and grand chil dren was 70. Jo seph was al ready 
in  Egypt.
6 Jo seph and all his broth ers died. So did all  their chil dren. 7 The peo ple of Is ra el had 

many chil dren. The num ber of them great ly in creased.  There were so many of them that 
they  filled the land.

8 Then a new king came to pow er in  Egypt. Jo seph  didn’t mean any thing to him. 
9 “Look,” he said to his peo ple. “The Is ra el ites are far too many for us. 10 Come. We must 
deal with them care ful ly. If we  don’t,  there will be even more of them. Then if war  breaks 
out,  they’ll join our en e mies.  They’ll  fight  against us and  leave the coun try.”

11 So the Egyp tians put  slave driv ers over the peo ple of Is ra el. The  slave driv ers treat ed 
them bad ly and made them work hard. The Is ra el ites  built the cit ies of Pi thom and Ram-
e ses so Phar aoh  could  store  things  there. 12 But the  worse the  slave driv ers treat ed the 
Is ra el ites, the more Is ra el ites  there were. So the Egyp tians be came  afraid of them. 13 They 
made them work hard. They  didn’t show them any pity. 14 The peo ple suf fered be cause 
of  their hard la bor. The  slave driv ers  forced them to work with  bricks and mud. And they 
made them do all  kinds of work in the  fields. The Egyp tians  didn’t show them any pity at 
all. They made them work very hard.

15  There were two He brew wom en  named 
Shiph rah and Puah. They  helped oth er wom en 
hav ing ba bies. The king of  Egypt  spoke to them. 
He said, 16 “You are the ones who help the oth-
 er He brew wom en.  Watch them when they get 
into a sit ting po si tion to have  their ba bies. Kill 
the boys. Let the  girls live.” 17 But Shiph rah and 
Puah had re spect for God. They  didn’t do what 
the king of  Egypt had told them to do. They let 
the boys live. 18 Then the king of  Egypt sent for 
the wom en. He  asked them, “Why have you done 
this? Why have you let the boys live?”

19 The wom en an swered Phar aoh, “He brew wom en are not like the wom en of  Egypt. 
They are  strong. They have  their ba bies be fore we get  there.”

Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14

Make two mud bricks. Make one with just mud and one with mud and straw. 
Be sure to chop or cut the straw into little bits. Allow your bricks to dry in the sun. 

Which one had the fewest cracks? 

Which one was the strongest?

Crafty discovered that the mud mixed with the straw didn’t crumble.

Shiphrah and Puah were heroines.
They were Israeli midwives who
helped mothers when their babies
were born. Pharaoh wanted them
to kill the newborn baby boys. But
they refused to do it. They saved
many baby boys’ lives.

Exodus 1:15–22

| EXODUS 1:190

The Israelites Become Slaves in Egypt

1 Here are the  names of Is ra el’s chil dren who went to  Egypt with Ja cob. Each one 
went with his fam i ly. 2 Ja cob’s sons were

Reu ben, Sim e on, Levi, Ju dah,
3 Is sa char, Zeb u lun, Ben ja min,
4 Dan, Naph ta li,

Gad and Ash er.
5 The to tal number of Ja cob’s chil dren and grand chil dren was 70. Jo seph was al ready 

in  Egypt.
6 Jo seph and all his broth ers died. So did all  their chil dren. 7 The peo ple of Is ra el had 

many chil dren. The number of them great ly in creased.  There were so many of them that 
they  filled the land.

8 Then a new king came to power in  Egypt. Jo seph  didn’t mean any thing to him. 
9 “Look,” he said to his peo ple. “The Is ra el ites are far too many for us. 10 Come. We must 
deal with them care ful ly. If we  don’t,  there will be even more of them. Then if war  breaks 
out,  they’ll join our en e mies.  They’ll  fight  against us and  leave the country.”

11 So the Egyp tians put slave drivers over the peo ple of Is ra el. The slave drivers treated 
them bad ly and made them work hard. The Is ra el ites built the cit ies of Pi thom and Ram-
e ses so Phar aoh  could  store  things  there. 12 But the  worse the  slave drivers treated the 
Is ra el ites, the more Is ra el ites  there were. So the Egyp tians became  afraid of them. 13 They 
made them work hard. They  didn’t show them any pity. 14 The peo ple suf fered be cause 
of  their hard labor. The  slave drivers  forced them to work with  bricks and mud. And they 
made them do all  kinds of work in the  fields. The Egyp tians  didn’t show them any pity at 
all. They made them work very hard.

15 There were two Hebrew wom en  named 
Shiph rah and Puah. They  helped oth er wom en 
hav ing babies. The king of  Egypt  spoke to them. 
He said, 16 “You are the ones who help the oth-
er Hebrew wom en.  Watch them when they get 
into a sitting po si tion to have their babies. Kill 
the boys. Let the  girls live.” 17 But Shiph rah and 
Puah had re spect for God. They  didn’t do what 
the king of Egypt had told them to do. They let 
the boys live. 18 Then the king of  Egypt sent for 
the wom en. He  asked them, “Why have you done 
this? Why have you let the boys live?”

19 The wom en an swered Pharaoh, “Hebrew wom en are not like the wom en of  Egypt. 
They are  strong. They have  their babies be fore we get  there.”

MOSES

Read Exodus 1:14 and complete the activities below.

Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14Exodus 1:14

Make two mud bricks. Make one with just mud and one with mud and straw.
Be sure to chop or cut the straw into little bits. Allow your bricks to dry in the sun.

Which one had the fewest cracks?

Which one was the strongest?

Crafty discovered that the mud mixed with the straw didn’t crumble.

Shiphrah and Puah were heroines.
They were Israeli midwives who
helped mothers when their babies
were born. Pharaoh wanted them
to kill the newborn baby boys. But
they refused to do it. They saved
many baby boys’ lives.

Exodus 1:15–22

| EXODUS 1:190

The Israelites Become Slaves in Egypt

1 Here are the  names of Is ra el’s chil dren who went to  Egypt with Ja cob. Each one 
went with his fam i ly. 2 Ja cob’s sons were

Reu ben, Sim e on, Levi, Ju dah,
3 Is sa char, Zeb u lun, Ben ja min,
4 Dan, Naph ta li,

Gad and Ash er.
5 The to tal number of Ja cob’s chil dren and grand chil dren was 70. Jo seph was al ready 

in  Egypt.
6 Jo seph and all his broth ers died. So did all  their chil dren. 7 The peo ple of Is ra el had 

many chil dren. The number of them great ly in creased.  There were so many of them that 
they  filled the land.

8 Then a new king came to power in  Egypt. Jo seph  didn’t mean any thing to him. 
9 “Look,” he said to his peo ple. “The Is ra el ites are far too many for us. 10 Come. We must 
deal with them care ful ly. If we  don’t,  there will be even more of them. Then if war  breaks 
out,  they’ll join our en e mies.  They’ll  fight  against us and  leave the country.”

11 So the Egyp tians put slave drivers over the peo ple of Is ra el. The slave drivers treated 
them bad ly and made them work hard. The Is ra el ites built the cit ies of Pi thom and Ram-
e ses so Phar aoh  could  store  things  there. 12 But the  worse the  slave drivers treated the 
Is ra el ites, the more Is ra el ites  there were. So the Egyp tians became  afraid of them. 13 They 
made them work hard. They  didn’t show them any pity. 14 The peo ple suf fered be cause 
of  their hard labor. The  slave driv ers  forced them to work with  bricks and mud. And they 
made them do all  kinds of work in the  fields. The Egyp tians  didn’t show them any pity at 
all. They made them work very hard.

15 There were two Hebrew wom en  named 
Shiph rah and Puah. They  helped oth er wom en 
hav ing babies. The king of  Egypt  spoke to them. 
He said, 16 “You are the ones who help the oth-
er Hebrew wom en.  Watch them when they get 
into a sitting po si tion to have their babies. Kill 
the boys. Let the  girls live.” 17 But Shiph rah and 
Puah had re spect for God. They  didn’t do what 
the king of Egypt had told them to do. They let 
the boys live. 18 Then the king of  Egypt sent for 
the wom en. He  asked them, “Why have you done 
this? Why have you let the boys live?”

19 The wom en an swered Pharaoh, “Hebrew wom en are not like the wom en of  Egypt. 
They are  strong. They have  their babies be fore we get  there.”
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Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8
Make Crafty’s � atbread without yeast. Have an adult help you. Heat 3 ½ teaspoons 
of butter and ¾ cup of milk until the butter is just melted. Add this to 2 cups of 
all-purpose � our mixed with ½ teaspoon of salt. Knead the dough for 2–3 minutes 
until smooth. If it’s sticky, add a little � our. Cover the dough with plastic wrap 
and let it rest on the counter for 30 minutes. Put a little oil on your hands and 
form the dough into round balls. On a � oured surface, � atten the balls into round 
shapes about ⅛ inch thick. Heat ½ teaspoon of olive oil in a nonstick pan. Cook 
over medium heat for 1–1 ½ minutes on each side. The dough should bubble and 
be lightly browned.

| EXODUS 11:1102

The Lord Announces the Tenth Plague

11 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “I will  bring one more  plague on
Phar aoh and on  Egypt. Af ter that, he will let you and your peo ple go. When he does, 

he will  drive ev ery one of you away. 2 Tell the men and wom en  alike to ask  their neigh-
bors for  things made out of sil ver and gold.” 3 The Lord  caused the Egyp tians to  treat the 
Is ra el ites in a kind way. Phar aoh’s of fi cials and the peo ple had  great re spect for Mo ses.

4 Mo ses told Phar aoh, “The Lord says, ‘ About mid night I will go  through ev ery part 
of  Egypt. 5 Ev ery old est son in  Egypt will die. The old est son of Phar aoh, who sits on the 
 throne, will die. The old est son of ev ery fe male  slave, who  works at her hand mill, will 
die. All the male an i mals born  first to  their moth ers  among the cat tle will also die. 6  There 
will be loud cry ing all over  Egypt. It will be  worse than it’s ever been be fore. And noth ing 
like it will ever be  heard  again. 7 But  among the Is ra el ites not even one dog will bark at 
any per son or an i mal.’ Then you will know that the Lord  treats  Egypt dif fer ent ly from us. 
8 All your of fi cials will come and bow down to me. They will say, ‘Go, you and all the peo-
ple who fol low you!’ Af ter that, I will  leave.” Mo ses was very an gry when he left Phar aoh.

9 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “Phar aoh will re fuse to lis ten to you. So 
I will mul ti ply the amaz ing  things I will do in  Egypt.” 10 Mo ses and Aar on per formed all 
 these amaz ing  things in the  sight of Phar aoh. But the Lord made Phar aoh stub born. He 
 wouldn’t let the peo ple of Is ra el go out of his coun try.

The First Passover Sacrifice

12 The Lord  spoke to Mo ses and Aar on in  Egypt. 2 He said, “From now on, this  month 
will be your  first  month. Each of your  years will be gin with it. 3  Speak to the  whole 

com mu ni ty of Is ra el. Tell them that on the  tenth day of this  month each man must get a 
lamb from his  flock. A lamb  should be cho sen for each fam i ly and home. 4 Sup pose  there 
are not  enough peo ple in your fam i ly to eat a  whole lamb. Then you must  share some of 
it with your near est neigh bor. You must add up the to tal num ber of peo ple  there are. You 
must de cide how much lamb is need ed for each per son. 5 The an i mals you  choose must 
be  males that are a year old. They must not have any  flaws. You may  choose ei ther  sheep 
or  goats. 6 Take care of them un til the 14th day of the  month. Then the  whole com mu-
ni ty of Is ra el must kill them when the sun goes down. 7 Take some of the  blood. Put it on 
the  sides and tops of the door frames of the hous es  where you eat the  lambs. 8 That same 
 night eat the meat  cooked over a fire. Also eat bit ter  plants. And eat  bread made with out 
 yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat when it is raw.  Don’t boil it in wa ter. In stead, cook it over a 
fire. Cook the head, legs and in side  parts. 10 Do not  leave any of it un til morn ing. If some 
is left over un til morn ing, burn it up. 11 Eat the meat  while your coat is  tucked into your 
belt. Put your san dals on your feet. Take your walk ing  stick in your hand. Eat the food 
quick ly. It is the Lord’s Pass over.

12 “That same  night I will pass  through  Egypt. I will  strike down all  those born  first 
 among the peo ple and an i mals. And I will  judge all the gods of  Egypt. I am the Lord. 

Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8
Make Crafty’s � atbread without yeast. Have an adult help you. Heat 3 ½ teaspoons
of butter and ¾ cup of milk until the butter is just melted. Add this to 2 cups of 
all-purpose � our mixed with ½ teaspoon of salt. Knead the dough for 2–3 minutes 
until smooth. If it’s sticky, add a little �our. Cover the dough with plastic wrap 
and let it rest on the counter for 30 minutes. Put a little oil on your hands and
form the dough into round balls. On a � oured surface, � atten the balls into round
shapes about ⅛ inch thick. Heat ½ teaspoon of olive oil in a nonstick pan. Cook
over medium heat for 1–1 ½ minutes on each side. The dough should bubble and 
be lightly browned.

| EXODUS 11:1102

The Lord Announces the Tenth Plague

11 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “I will  bring one more  plague on 
Pharaoh and on  Egypt. Af ter that, he will let you and your peo ple go. When he does, 

he will  drive every one of you away. 2 Tell the men and wom en  alike to ask  their neigh-
bors for  things made out of sil ver and gold.” 3 The Lord caused the Egyp tians to  treat the 
Is ra el ites in a kind way. Pharaoh’s of fi cials and the peo ple had  great re spect for Mo ses.

4 Mo ses told Pharaoh, “The Lord says, ‘About mid night I will go  through every part 
of  Egypt. 5 Every old est son in  Egypt will die. The old est son of Pharaoh, who sits on the 
throne, will die. The old est son of every fe male  slave, who  works at her hand mill, will 
die. All the male an i mals born  first to  their moth ers  among the cattle will also die. 6  There 
will be loud cry ing all over  Egypt. It will be  worse than it’s ever been be fore. And noth ing 
like it will ever be  heard  again. 7 But  among the Is ra el ites not even one dog will bark at 
any person or an i mal.’ Then you will know that the Lord  treats  Egypt dif fer ent ly from us. 
8 All your of fi cials will come and bow down to me. They will say, ‘Go, you and all the peo-
ple who fol low you!’ Af ter that, I will  leave.” Mo ses was very angry when he left Pharaoh.

9 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “Pharaoh will re fuse to listen to you. So 
I will mul ti ply the amaz ing  things I will do in  Egypt.” 10 Mo ses and Aaron performed all 
these amaz ing  things in the  sight of Pharaoh. But the Lord made Pharaoh stub born. He 
wouldn’t let the peo ple of Is ra el go out of his country.

The First Passover Sacrifice

12 The Lord spoke to Mo ses and Aaron in  Egypt. 2 He said, “From now on, this  month 
will be your  first  month. Each of your  years will begin with it. 3 Speak to the  whole 

com mu ni ty of Is ra el. Tell them that on the  tenth day of this  month each man must get a 
lamb from his  flock. A lamb  should be cho sen for each fam i ly and home. 4 Sup pose  there 
are not  enough peo ple in your fam i ly to eat a  whole lamb. Then you must  share some of 
it with your nearest neighbor. You must add up the to tal number of peo ple  there are. You 
must decide how much lamb is need ed for each person. 5 The an i mals you  choose must 
be  males that are a year old. They must not have any  flaws. You may  choose ei ther  sheep 
or  goats. 6 Take care of them until the 14th day of the  month. Then the  whole com mu-
ni ty of Is ra el must kill them when the sun goes down. 7 Take some of the  blood. Put it on 
the  sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses  where you eat the  lambs. 8 That same 
night eat the meat  cooked over a fire. Also eat bitter  plants. And eat  bread made with out 
 yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat when it is raw.  Don’t boil it in water. In stead, cook it over a 
fire. Cook the head, legs and in side parts. 10 Do not leave any of it until morn ing. If some 
is left over until morn ing, burn it up. 11 Eat the meat  while your coat is  tucked into your 
belt. Put your san dals on your feet. Take your walking  stick in your hand. Eat the food 
quick ly. It is the Lord’s Pass over.

12 “That same night I will pass through Egypt. I will strike down all those born first 
among the peo ple and an i mals. And I will  judge all the gods of  Egypt. I am the Lord. 

MOSES

Read Exodus 12:8 and complete the activities below.

Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8Exodus 12:8
Make Crafty’s �atbread without yeast. Have an adult help you. Heat 3 ½ teaspoons
of butter and ¾ cup of milk until the butter is just melted. Add this to 2 cups of
all-purpose �our mixed with ½ teaspoon of salt. Knead the dough for 2–3 minutes
until smooth. If it’s sticky, add a little �our. Cover the dough with plastic wrap
and let it rest on the counter for 30 minutes. Put a little oil on your hands and
form the dough into round balls. On a �oured surface, �atten the balls into round
shapes about ⅛ inch thick. Heat ½ teaspoon of olive oil in a nonstick pan. Cook
over medium heat for 1–1 ½ minutes on each side. The dough should bubble and
be lightly browned.

| EXODUS 11:1102

The Lord Announces the Tenth Plague

11 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “I will  bring one more  plague on 
Pharaoh and on  Egypt. Af ter that, he will let you and your peo ple go. When he does, 

he will  drive every one of you away. 2 Tell the men and wom en  alike to ask  their neigh-
bors for  things made out of sil ver and gold.” 3 The Lord caused the Egyp tians to  treat the 
Is ra el ites in a kind way. Pharaoh’s of fi cials and the peo ple had  great re spect for Mo ses.

4 Mo ses told Pharaoh, “The Lord says, ‘About mid night I will go  through every part 
of  Egypt. 5 Every old est son in  Egypt will die. The old est son of Pharaoh, who sits on the 
throne, will die. The old est son of every fe male  slave, who  works at her hand mill, will 
die. All the male an i mals born  first to  their moth ers  among the cattle will also die. 6  There 
will be loud cry ing all over  Egypt. It will be  worse than it’s ever been be fore. And noth ing 
like it will ever be  heard  again. 7 But  among the Is ra el ites not even one dog will bark at 
any person or an i mal.’ Then you will know that the Lord  treats  Egypt dif fer ent ly from us. 
8 All your of fi cials will come and bow down to me. They will say, ‘Go, you and all the peo-
ple who fol low you!’ Af ter that, I will  leave.” Mo ses was very angry when he left Pharaoh.

9 The Lord had spo ken to Mo ses. He had said, “Pharaoh will re fuse to listen to you. So 
I will mul ti ply the amaz ing  things I will do in  Egypt.” 10 Mo ses and Aaron performed all 
these amaz ing  things in the  sight of Pharaoh. But the Lord made Pharaoh stub born. He 
wouldn’t let the peo ple of Is ra el go out of his country.

The First Passover Sacrifice

12 The Lord spoke to Mo ses and Aaron in  Egypt. 2 He said, “From now on, this  month 
will be your  first  month. Each of your  years will begin with it. 3 Speak to the  whole 

com mu ni ty of Is ra el. Tell them that on the  tenth day of this  month each man must get a 
lamb from his  flock. A lamb  should be cho sen for each fam i ly and home. 4 Sup pose  there 
are not  enough peo ple in your fam i ly to eat a  whole lamb. Then you must  share some of 
it with your nearest neighbor. You must add up the to tal number of peo ple  there are. You 
must decide how much lamb is need ed for each person. 5 The an i mals you  choose must 
be  males that are a year old. They must not have any  flaws. You may  choose ei ther  sheep 
or  goats. 6 Take care of them until the 14th day of the  month. Then the  whole com mu-
ni ty of Is ra el must kill them when the sun goes down. 7 Take some of the  blood. Put it on 
the  sides and tops of the door frames of the hous es  where you eat the  lambs. 8 That same 
night eat the meat  cooked over a fire. Also eat bit ter  plants. And eat  bread made with out 
 yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat when it is raw.  Don’t boil it in water. In stead, cook it over a 
fire. Cook the head, legs and in side  parts. 10 Do not  leave any of it un til morn ing. If some 
is left over until morn ing, burn it up. 11 Eat the meat  while your coat is  tucked into your 
belt. Put your san dals on your feet. Take your walking  stick in your hand. Eat the food 
quick ly. It is the Lord’s Pass over.

12 “That same night I will pass through Egypt. I will strike down all those born first 
among the peo ple and an i mals. And I will  judge all the gods of  Egypt. I am the Lord. 
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