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ABRAHANM

Read Genesis 12:1-4 and complete the activities below.

GENESIS 12

the father of Lot. 28 Haran died in the
city of Ur in Babylonia, the land where
he was born. Haran died while his fa-

ther Terah was still alive. 2 Abram and ~ God Chooses Abram ) Stal:t
Nahor both got married. The name of 1 The Lorp had said to Abram, “Go Reading
Abram’s wife was Sarai. The name of from your country, your people

Nahor’s wife was Milkah, the daughter

of Haran. Haran was the father of Mil-
kah and Iscah. 30 But Sarai wasn’t able
to have children.

31Terah left Ur in Babylon. He took
with him his son Abram and his grand-
son Lot, the son of Haran. Terah also
took his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife
of his son Abram. All of them left to-
gether to go to Canaan. But when they
came to Harran, they made their home
there.

The LorD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s family. Go to the land | will show you” (Genesis 12:1).

15
32Terah lived for 205 years. And then
he died in Harran.

and your father’s family. Go to the land
I will show you.

2“T will make you into a great nation.
And I will bless you.
I will make your name great.
You will be a blessing to others.
3] will bless those who bless you.
I will put a curse on anyone who
puts a curse on you.
All nations on earth
will be blessed because
of you.”

FRIDAY

TODAY’S BiBLE READING: Genesis 12:1-4

DOING WHHAT GoD WHNTS

Doing what God wants will make a BIG change in your life—and the lives of

others too.

Abram did what God wanted. He followed God’s directions. When
Abram was 75 years old, God told him to go to a new land. Abram obeyed.

So God made him the father of the nation of
Israel. God blessed the Israelites. He led them
into the promised land. He promised to keep
blessing them as long as they followed him.

God will bless you too. In fact, he already has!
He sent Jesus. And God promises to bless you

when you love and follow him.

[T 1 have read this devotion.

| YOURSELF|

How has God blessed you?
How can you show God that
you love him and want to
follow him?

Here

End
Reading
Here

For your next reading, turn to page 19. If you want to read more, see Psalm 119:1-4 on page 725.
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ABRAHARM

Read Genesis 12:1-2 and complete the activities on the next page.

GOD CHOOSES ABRAM

The LorD had said to Abram,
] “Go from your country, your

people and your father’s fam-
ily. Go to the land I will show you.

2“T will make you into a great
nation.
And I'will bless you.
I will make your name great.
You will be a blessing to
others.

Start
Reading
Here

End
Reading
Here
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KIDS’

QuEstio WHY DID GOD CHOOSE ABRAM TO

LEAVE HIS HOMELAND AND MOVE TO A
NEW LAND INSTEAD OF SOMEONE ELSE?

The Bible does not give us God's reasons for choosing Abram. It was not that Abram was better
than everyone else. God chose Abram because he was the right person for the job. Only God

knows exactly why he chose Abram. God does not always tell us why he does what he does, but
he knows everything and only does what is good. That much we know for sure
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ABRAHARM

Read Genesis 24:1-21 and complete the activities on the next page.

19Then Abraham returned to his
servants. They started out together for
Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in
Beersheba.

Nahor's Sons
20Some time later Abraham was told,
“Milkah has become a mother.
She has had sons by your brother
Nabhor.
21Uz was born first. Then came his
brother Buz.
Kemuel was born next. He be-
came the father of Aram.
22Milkah’s other sons are Kesed,
Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph and
Bethuel.”
23Bethuel became the father of
Rebekah.
Milkah had the eight sons by Abra-
ham’s brother Nahor.

24 Nahor had a concubine named Reu-
mabh. She also had sons.
They were Tebah, Gaham,
Tahash and Maakah.

Sarah Dies
M@ Sarah lived to be 127 years old.
& &> 2She died at Kiriath Arba. Kir-
iath Arba is also called Hebron. It’s in
the land of Canaan. Sarah’s death made
Abraham very sad. He went to the place
where her body was lying. There he wept
over her.

3Then Abraham got up from beside
his wife’s body. He said to the Hittites,
4“I'm an outsider. 'm a stranger among
you. Sell me some property where I can
bury those in my family who die. Then I
can bury my wife.”

5The Hittites replied to Abraham,
6 “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince
among us. Bury your wife in the best place

we have to bury our dead. None of us will
refuse to sell you a place to bury her.”
7Then Abraham bowed down in front
of the Hittites, the people of the land.
8 He said to them, “If you are willing to
let me bury my wife, then listen to me.
Speak to Zohar’s son Ephron for me.
9 Ask him to sell me the cave of Machpe-
lah. It belongs to him and is at the end of
his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the

» full price.  want it as a place to bury my
/' dead wife among you.”

10 Ephron the Hittite was sitting there
among his people. He replied to Abra-
ham. All of the Hittites who had come
to the gate of his city heard him. 11 “No,
sir,” Ephron said. “Listen to me. I will
give you the field. I'll also give you the
cave that’s in the field. I will give it to you
in front of my people. Bury your wife.”

12 Again Abraham bowed down in
front of the people of the land. 13 He
spoke to Ephron so they could hear him.
He said, “Please listen to me. I'll pay
the price of the field. Accept it from me.
Then I can bury my wife there.”

14 Ephron answered Abraham, 15 “Sir,
listen to me. The land is worth ten
pounds of silver. But what’s that between
the two of us? Bury your wife.”

16 Abraham agreed to Ephron’s offer.
He weighed out for Ephron the price he
had named. The Hittites there had heard
the amount. The price was ten pounds
of silver. Abraham measured it by the
weights that were used by merchants.

17So Ephron sold his field to Abra-
ham. The field was in Machpelah near
Mamre. Abraham bought the field and
the cave that was in it. He also bought all
the trees that were inside the borders of
the field. Everything was sold 18to Abra-
ham as his property. He bought it in front
of all the Hittites who had come to the
gate of the city. 19 Then Abraham buried
his wife Sarah. He buried her in the cave
in the field of Machpelah near Mamre in
the land of Canaan. Mamre is at Hebron.
20 So the field and the cave that was in
it were sold to Abraham by the Hittites.
The property became a place to bury
those who died in his family.

Abraham’s Servant Finds a Wife

for Isaac

z By that time Abraham was very
old. The LORD had blessed Abra-

Start
Reading
Here
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ABRAHAM

ham in every way. 2 The best servant in
his house was in charge of everything
Abraham had. Abraham said to him,
“Put your hand under my thigh. 3The
LORD is the God of heaven and the God
of earth. I want you to make a promise
to me in his name. I'm living among
the people of Canaan. But I want you to
promise me that you won’t get a wife for
my son from their daughters. 4 Instead,
promise me that you will go to my coun-
try and to my own relatives. Get a wife
for my son Isaac from there.”

5The servant asked Abraham, “What
if the woman doesn’t want to come back
with me to this land? Then should I take
your son back to the country you came
from?”

6 “Make sure you don’t take my son
back there,” Abraham said. 7 “The LORD,
the God of heaven, took me away from
my father’s family. He brought me out of
my own land. He made me a promise. He
said, ‘I will give this land to your family
after you.” The LORD will send his angel
ahead of you. So you will be able to geta
wife for my son from there. 8 The woman
may not want to come back with you. If
she doesn’t, you will be free from your
promise. But don’t take my son back
there.” 9 So the servant put his hand
under Abraham’s thigh. He promised to
do what his master wanted.

10 The servant chose ten of his mas-
ter’s camels and left. He loaded the cam-
els with all kinds of good things from his
master. He started out for Aram Naha-
raim and made his way to the town of

Praying in Your Heart

have prayed in his heart.

heart:

2.When you are about to cross a busy street.
3. On the school bus if bigger kids tease you.

pray in your heart.

Praying in your heart means praying to God without saying
anything out loud. In Genesis 24:1-21 Abraham'’s servant may

Here are some times when you might want to pray in your

1. In school when you are about to take a test.

Draw pictures of three other places where you might want to

21 Genesis 24

Nahor. 11 He stopped near the well out-
side the town. There he made the camels
get down on their knees. It was almost
evening, the time when women go out to
get water.

12Then he prayed, “LORD, you are the
God of my master Abraham. Make me
successful today. Be kind to my master
Abraham. 13'm standing beside this
spring. The daughters of the people
who live in the town are coming out here
to get water. 141 will speak to a young
woman. I'll say to her, ‘Please lower your
jar so I can have a drink.” Suppose she
says, ‘Have a drink of water, and I'll get
some for your camels too.’ Then let her
be the one you have chosen for your ser-
vant Isaac. That’s how I'll know you have
been kind to my master.”

15 Before he had finished praying,
Rebekah came out. She was carrying a
jar on her shoulder. She was the daugh-
ter of Milkah’s son Bethuel. Milkah was
the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor.
16 The young woman was very beautiful.
No man had ever slept with her. She went
down to the spring. She filled her jar and
came up again.

17The servant hurried to meet her. He
said, “Please give me a little water from
your jar.”

18 “Have a drink, sir,” she said. She
quickly lowered the jar to her hands and
gave him a drink.

19 After she had given him a drink,
she said, “I'll get water for your camels
too. I'll keep doing it until they have had
enough to drink.” 20 So she quickly emp-
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End
Reading
Here

tied her jar into the stone tub. Then she
ran back to the well to get more water.
She got enough for all his camels. 21 The
man didn’t say a word. He watched her
closely. He wanted to learn whether the
LORD had given him success on the jour-
ney he had made.

22The camels finished drinking.
Then the man took out a gold nose ring.
It weighed about a fifth of an ounce. He
also took out two gold bracelets. They
weighed about four ounces. 23 Then he
asked, “Whose daughter are you? And
please tell me something else. Is there
room in your father’s house for us? Can
we spend the night there?”

24 She answered, “I'm the daughter
of Bethuel. He’s the son Milkah had
by Nahor.” 25 She continued, “We have
plenty of straw and feed for your camels.
We also have room for you to spend the
night.”

26 Then the man bowed down and wor-
shiped the LORD. 27 He said, “I praise the
LORD, the God of my master Abraham.
The LORD hasn’t stopped being kind and
faithful to my master. The LORD has led
me on this journey. He has brought me to
the house of my master’s relatives.”

28 The young woman ran home. She
told her mother’s family what had hap-
pened. 29 Rebekah had a brother named
Laban. He hurried out to the spring to
meet the man. 30 Laban had seen the
nose ring. He had seen the bracelets
on his sister’s arms. And he had heard
Rebekah tell what the man had said to
her. So Laban went out to the man. He
found him standing by the camels near

the spring. 31 “The LORD has given you
his blessing,” he said. “So come with
me. Why are you standing out here? I've
prepared my house for you. I also have a
place for the camels.”

32S0 the man went to the house. The
camels were unloaded. Straw and feed
were brought for the camels. And water
was brought for him and his men to
wash their feet. 33 Then food was placed
in front of him. But he said, “I won’t eat
until I've told you what I have to say.”

“Then tell us,” Laban said.

34So he said, “I am Abraham’s ser-
vant. 35 The LORD has blessed my mas-
ter greatly, and he has become rich. The
LORD has given him sheep and cattle,
silver and gold. He has also given him
male and female servants, camels and
donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah had
a son by him when she was old. He has
given that son everything he owns. 37 My
master made me promise him. He said,
‘I'm living in the land of the people of Ca-
naan. But promise me that you won’t get
a wife for my son from their daughters.
38 Instead, go to my father’s family and
to my own relatives. Get a wife for my
son there.

39 “Then I asked my master, ‘What if
the woman won’t come back with me?’

40 “He replied, ‘I have walked faith-
fully with the LORD. He will send his
angel with you. He will give you success
on your journey. So you will be able to
get a wife for my son. She will be from
my own relatives and from my father’s
family. 41 When you go to my relatives,
suppose they refuse to give her to you.
Then you will be free from the promise
you made to me.’

42 “Today I came to the spring. I said,
‘LORD, you are the God of my master
Abraham. Please make me successful
on this journey I've made. 43 ’'m stand-
ing beside this spring. A young woman
will come out to get water. I'll say to her,
“Please let me drink a little water from
your jar.” 44 Suppose she says, “Have a
drink of water, and I'll get some for your
camels too.” Then let her be the one the
LORD has chosen for my master’s son.’

45 “Before I finished praying in my
heart, Rebekah came out. She was carry-
ing ajar on her shoulder. She went down
to the spring and got water. I said to her,
‘Please give me a drink.’
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ABRAHARM

Read Genesis 15:5-6 and complete the activities below.

'” After Abram won the battle over Kedorlaomer and the kings who helped him, he
returned home. The king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh. It was

also called the King’s Valley.

'® Melchizedek was the king of Jerusalem. He brought out bread and wine. He was the
priest of the Most High God. '“He gave a blessing to Abram. He said,

“May the Most High God bless Abram.

May the Creator of heaven and earth bless him.

*Give praise to the Most High God.
He gave your enemies into your hand.”

Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything.
*'The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people. Keep everything else for

yourself”

*2But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to make a promise to

the Lorp. He is the Most High God. He is the Creator of heaven and earth. *

I've said

I will not accept anything that belongs to you. I will not take even a thread or the strap
of a sandal. You will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich! *I'll accept only what my
men have eaten and what belongs to Aner, Eshkol and Mamre. These three men went
with me. Let them have their share” X

\,\; LRV A T a5 |
God Makes a Covenant With Abram :
/H Some time later, Abram had a vision. The =——

LoRD said to him,

“Abram, do not be afraid.
I am like a shield to you.
I am your very great reward.”

*But Abram said, “LorD and King, what can
you give me? I still don’t have any children. My
servant Eliezer comes from Damascus. When
I die, he will get everything I own.” * Abram con-
tinued, “You haven'’t given me any children. So
this servant of mine will get everything I own.”

‘Then a message from the LORD came to
Abram. The LoRD said, “When you die, what you

Abram had been livingin Canaan
for a long time. But he still didn't
have a child. Maybe the Lord
had forgotten his promise?

No, the Lord doesn’t forget. One
day the Lord told Abram that his
children will be as the stars in the
sky. Abram believed the Lord.

Then the Lord gave his second
promise. He was going to give the
land of Canaan to Abram’s

family forever.

have will not go to this man. You will have a son
of your own. He will get everything you have.
5The LoRD took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky. Count the stars, if you can.”
Then he said to him, “That’s how many children will be born into your family.”

Start
Reading
Here

T S———.

Genesis 15:5—6

Arty loves to look up at the stars.

Draw a picture of Abram looking at the stars. Color the picture in.

Then write the words of Genesis 15:5—6 on your picture.

You can use it as a bookmark. Or put your picture somewhere you will often see it.
It will remind you that God keeps his promises.

’ if\y\
42 | GENESIS 14:17
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End
Reading
Here

S Abram believed the LOorD. The LORD was pleased with Abram because he believed.
— So Abram’s faith made him right with the LORD.

"He also said to Abram, “I am the LoRD. I brought you out of Ur in the land of Babylon.
I will give you this land to have as your very own.”

8But Abram said, “LORD and King, how can I know I will have this land as my own?”

?So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a young cow, a goat and a ram. Each must be
three years old. Bring a dove and a young pigeon along with them.”

' Abram brought all of them to the LorRD. Abram cut them in two and placed the halves
opposite each other. But he didn’t cut the birds in half. "' Then large birds came down
to eat the dead bodies of the animals and birds. But Abram chased the large birds away.

"2 As the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep. A thick and scary darkness
covered him. *Then the LoORD said to him, “You can be sure of what I am about to tell
you. For 400 years, your family who comes after you will be strangers in another country.
They will become slaves there and will be treated badly. '* But I will punish the nation that
makes them slaves. After that, they will leave with many possessions. '*But you will die in
peace. You will join the members of your family who have already died. And you will be
buried when you are very old. '* Your children’s grandchildren will come back here. That’s
because the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached the point where I must punish them.”

'"The sun set and it became dark. Then a burning torch and a pot filled with smoking
coals appeared. They passed between the pieces of the animals that had been cut in two.
'On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram. He said, “I am giving this land to
your family who comes after you. It reaches from the River of Egypt to the great Euphrates
River. "It includes the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, ** Hittites, Perizzites
and Rephaites. > The Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites also live there.”

oS Y\

Hagar and Ishmael A0 20U AR L 2l o |
1 6 Abram’s wife Sarai had never had any chil- enesl
dren by him. But she had a female slave : e

from Egypt named Hagar. >So she said to Abram, [N those times men sometimes |
“The LORD has kept me from having children. Go had more than one wife. If a wife
and sleep with my slave. Maybe I can have afam-  didn’t have children, she some-
ily through her” times gave her slave to her hus-

Abram agreed to what Sarai had said. *His wife ~ bandasa wife.The slave’s children
Sarai gave him her slave Hagar to be his wife. =~ became the husband and wife’s
That was after he had been living in Canaan for ~ children. Sarai did this when she
ten years. *Then he slept with Hagar, and she be- ~ thought that she wouldn't ever fi

came pregnant. have children of her own. :
When Hagar knew she was pregnant, she be- % 4
gan to look down on the woman who owned her. s sm——r—————

The Lord had promised to give Sarai a child of her own. But she was tired of wait-
ing for him to keep his promise. So she made her own plans.

knows that it's often difficult to wait for something. Do you find it difficult
to wait for the things you want? What about waiting for the holidays or your
birthday?

Have you ever had to wait a long time for the answer to a prayer? Just like Sarai,
you may find it hard to wait patiently until God answers your prayers. God always
hears and answers prayers. But sometimes his answers aren’t what we expect.

GENESIS 16:4 | 43
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